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WEBSITE PRIVACY POLICY IN THE PENARTH MINISTRY AREA
Policy approved by MAC: Jan 2025 (subject to minor revisions after)
To be reviewed: Aug 2026



Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to explain how the Penarth Ministry Area (PMA) collects, uses, and protects personal data obtained through its website, ensuring compliance with Church in Wales policies on privacy and relevant data protection regulations.

Scope
This policy applies to all personal data collected from visitors to the PMA website, including church members, volunteers, employees, and any other users who interact with the website.

Definitions
· Personal Data: Any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person.
· Data Subject: An individual whose personal data is collected and processed by the PMA.
· Data Controller: The entity that determines the purposes and means of processing personal data.
· Data Processor: The entity that processes personal data on behalf of the data controller.
· PMA: The Penarth Ministry Area, the organisation implementing this GDPR compliance policy.
· GDPR: General Data Protection Regulation, a legal framework that sets guidelines for the collection and processing of personal data of individuals within the European Union.
· ‘Church’, ‘Ministry Area’: Refers to the Penarth Ministry Area (PMA), the organization implementing this Conflict of Interest policy.
· ‘Members’: Individuals who are formally affiliated with the PMA
· ‘Volunteers’: Individuals who offer their time and services to the PMA without compensation.
· ‘Employees’: Individuals who are employed by the PMA and who receive compensation.
· ‘Visitors’: Individuals who visit PMA premises for various reasons.
· ‘Contractors’: External individuals or companies contracted to provide services to the PMA.
· ‘Church in Wales’: Refers to the ecclesiastical province comprising six dioceses in Wales.
· ‘Clergy’: Ordained ministers who serve within the Church in Wales.
·  ‘Ministry Area Council’: the body responsible for governance of the PMA, as described in the Decree issued by the Bishop of Llandaff instituting it on 1st January 2022.

Policy Statement
The PMA is committed to protecting the privacy and personal data of its website visitors. This policy outlines how the PMA collects, uses, and safeguards personal data in compliance with Church in Wales policies on privacy and relevant data protection regulations (GDPR).

Procedures
1. Data Collection:
· The PMA collects personal data through various means, including website forms, cookies, and user interactions.
· The types of data collected may include, but are not limited to, names, email addresses, phone numbers, and IP addresses.
2. Data Use:
· Personal data collected through the website will be used for specified, explicit, and legitimate purposes, such as responding to inquiries, providing services, and improving the website.
· The PMA will inform data subjects about the purpose and legal basis for processing their data.
3. Data Sharing:
· The PMA will not share personal data with third parties without the explicit consent of the data subject, except as required by law or for legitimate purposes.
· Any third-party processors will be contractually obligated to comply with data protection regulations and safeguard personal data.
4. Data Security:
· The PMA will implement appropriate technical and organizational measures to protect personal data from unauthorized access, loss, or damage.
· Access to personal data will be restricted to authorized personnel only.
5. Data Subject Rights:
· Data subjects have the right to access, rectify, erase, restrict processing, and object to the processing of their personal data.
· Data subjects can exercise their rights by submitting a request to the designated data protection officer.
6. Cookies:
· The PMA uses cookies to enhance the user experience and gather information about website usage.
· Users will be informed about the use of cookies and given the option to manage their cookie preferences.
7. Data Retention:
· Personal data will be retained only for as long as necessary to fulfil the purposes for which it was collected.
· Data retention periods will be documented and regularly reviewed.
8. Changes to the Privacy Policy:
· The PMA reserves the right to update this privacy policy as needed to reflect changes in practices or legal requirements.
· Data subjects will be informed of any significant changes to the policy.


Responsibility for Implementation
The Ministry Area Leader is the Data Officer and GDPR Compliance Officer.
The MAC of the Penarth Ministry Area are responsible for implementation of this policy.

Non-Compliance
Failure to comply with this website privacy policy may result in:
· Disciplinary Action: Including verbal or written warnings, suspension, or termination of role, volunteering, or employment.
· Legal and Financial Implications: Non-compliance may result in legal action, fines, and penalties imposed by regulatory authorities.
· Reputational Damage: Non-compliance can harm the reputation and integrity of the PMA.
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